Guam Veterans Commission
Minutes for 23 July 2021 at 1500

Cabinet (Large) Conference Room | Governors Complex | Adelup

Chairman: Jose San Agustin | First Vice: Roland Ada | Second Vice: Dan Mendiola | Finance Officer: Lee Weber

1. Call the roll of officers and members
2. Quorum established
3. Pledge of allegiance
4. Call to order -- 1505
5. Recording of meeting minutes for minutes purposes ONLY
6. Review/discussion of previous minutes 25 June 2021
a. Apologies for the late submission of minutes to commission members.
b. Motion to approve by Henry Manglona of American Legion
c. Second by Roy Gamboa of GY671
d. Offer of discussion of minutes
e. All in favor, none against
7. Recognition of guests/Community
a. Dorothy Lukeala of Gold Star Mother’s and Family’s
b. VSO Ron Quinata sitting in for GOVA Director Tim Aguon
8. Report of Officers
a. Chairman
 While the last meeting on the 25th was going well, Chairman asks this body, each
individual present (members, officers and guests), that when we are addressing
individuals, regardless of what the subject is, to please not insult or badger the
individual. Chairman’s expectation is for us to deal with the with the issue or the subject
at hand in the most professional manner possible. If there's a disagreement with
regards to what is being mentioned, it is the purpose of this body to come to an
agreement as to how to deal with the situation and move things forward. Chairman
expresses this because there was a young gentleman from the Congressman's office
that was here, and no one was aware that he is a Navy Veteran. This individual spoke
with such amaze and desire to let people know that he's not here just part of the
Congressman's office, but he's here as a Veteran. When we start treating young
individuals like that, they tend to get discouraged to continue to come forward and try
to make a difference in what we want to make happen. Chairman called him up at the
end of the meeting to thank him for sharing his thoughts and the things that that he felt
were important. Chairman also added that he wanted him, as well as the community, to
continue to attend these meetings. but I take three cases this week. One, one is the
HIPAA situation.
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 Chairman reports an incident that involved a Veteran who went up to CBOC on the 8th
of July for a foot injury. He was unsuccessful in getting any help. Chairman received a
phone call this morning from the Veteran pleading for help. Chairman then contacted
Marjorie Hunter of GOVA to find out what could be going on.
 Chairman expresses that he continues to engage. With these types of things. And it is
why he likes what he does, because there is a lot of broken pieces within our channel.
German ads. That people who knows who he is will directly give him a call and in return
Chairman will reach out to the proper organization to initiate a solution for that
situation. Chairman is wanting to collect more details. Chairman’s understanding is that
the Veteran was left out in the sun, in his wheelchair and did not receive any type of
help. While there are two sides to the story, Chairman brings this up because one
unique things about us being in an organization is that we have people that we have
people to call on to assist, while there are others out there not part of an organization
and don't have the benefit of being embraced and taken care of when they're out there
in the dark. Chairman expresses that he does get excited and winded because it gets to
him. Second Vice would even say that he gets too sensitive and because it’s too much, it
becomes personal. Chairman gestures over to MOPH Rick Cruz that he knows we are all
very professional individuals but when it becomes apparent that it reaches a breaking
point. Chairman reiterates the importance of this commission coming together in order
to remedy these situations as they arise.
b. First Vice
 First Vice apologizes for not recently being involved in the commission for the past
month due to assisting his Veteran father off-island, and again when they returned to
Guam, for medical purposes.
 First Vice reports that while he was in Hawaii, he went to Matsunaga VA Clinic to try and
register there for the burn pits. First Vice reports that they denied him service, to which
he responded to the representative that the data will be sent there to Hawaii and didn’t
understand why it couldn’t be done there (Hawaii). The representative continued to
refuse First Vice for the reason being that he’s from Guam. First Vice expresses that it
shouldn’t have to change anything because if a service member or Veteran goes there
to get service they should not be turned away. First Vice expresses the need in bringing
this up as far as this Commission is concerned, to better help our Veterans out there.
Even if the Veteran was out there in Hawaii for a month, like in his situation where the
representative had ample time to assist him, there should be no reason to refuse service
because they are from Guam.
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 First Vice reports other organizations going out to conduct village outreaches such as
GY671 and By Veterans for Veterans group (HMI -- I Hinanao, I Magahet, Yan I Ininna -The Way, The Truth and the Light), who are doing a great job. First Vice also sees
support from other Veteran organizations like AmeriCorps/VETCORPS including himself
going out there attending these meetings and speaking up as well. First Vice would like
to see members of the commission meeting going out there and making connections
with other Veterans because they do need help. In these outreaches, First Vice sees
VETCORP, GY671 along with himself representing and wearing different hats for VFW,
Guam HAWGS and this commission. First Vice reiterates how great it would be to see
support from other organizations out there because there could be information passed
onto Veterans that they didn’t know about. He further adds that when the word is out
to please come out and support. Bill Salisbury, Anthony Taijeron and Mark Charfauros
are the ones running HMI. First Vice encourages that if anyone has connections to their
mayor to reach to them as well. Several outreaches have been done at village mayors –
Dededo, Yigo, MTM, Agat, Merizo, Inalajan, Talafofo and more to come.
c. Second Vice
 Second Vice reports that he is still trying to accumulate all the certifications of nonprofit
status for the commission members. There are still inconsistencies with those who have
not been in attendance. Second Vice states that he is lacking about 4 or 5 and will be in
communication with those members privately shortly.
 Second Vise echoes Chairman in saying that we work concurrently and bouncing around
Veteran issues. In our business here in this commission, we advocate for Veteran
outreach. If a Veteran seeks help and you have the means to provide information... give
it, instead of inviting them to the commission to get it solved. Instead, make it simple
and offer help right then and there. First Vice gives analogy of Chief Master Sergeant
receiving a complaint from a Private and addresses First Vice’s concerns by saying he
should’ve gone to our PHIC representative who should be able to refer him in the right
direction.
 First Vice speaks on the need of bush cutters at the Veterans Cemetery and encourages
people to volunteer to help at the cemetery.
 Chairman states that the government should not solely rely on volunteers and he
will be submitting my first two quarter reports to the executive branch, the
legislature, and also the auditor, so that they have a good visibility on what's
happening with the GOVA and the cemetery as far as manpower and funding.
Chairman expresses that while we enjoy going out there volunteering, at the
same time we need to show that this particular agency is in dire need of funding
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and manpower. There's only one individual down at the cemetery, who's a
permanent employee. The rest are temporary. Chairman further adds that the
budget that was given to the state office is just enough to pay for the employees.
Chairman advises GOVA employees to stop using their own money to purchase
items to fulfill the needs of the government. He adds that we are actually
covering for the shortfalls; also admitting that he is guilty of it. Chairman says
that he, however, could do that, because he’s doing it as a volunteer. He adds
that if you're an employee you're doing it from the good of your heart, it’s not
doing the right thing and that all it does is cover the problem. Chairman will
review the report before submission and will probably get with some of the key
folks to look at that report prior to. Chairman states that it needs to go in loud
and clear that this is where we are, and it's been like that since he was director
of GOVA previously. We cannot solely rely on volunteers.
 Johnny Taitano of MOHP includes that what was just said, he has been watching
for the last 12 years in being a member of this commission and Vice Chair,
Treasurer of MOHP. He adds that it’s exactly as it shows in the paper today -There are 10 VSRs who will be in training and will work on a voluntary basis,
whereas the same particular people working up at Tiyan make a minimum of
$50k a year. Mr. Taitano states that until we become recognized as a validated
commission, in line with others of GovGuam, we are illegitimate. Mr. Taitano
suggests that whatever it takes to get the ball rolling because it’s been a need
since he’s been a member. He further adds that we are losing members of this
commission and in order to in order to keep this organization flowing, we have
to become a recognized line agency so we can get our justly reward and not
crumbs from the government. Mr. Taitano also expresses this every Wednesday
night on the VetTalk Show.
d. Finance Officer -- NP
9. Report of Committees
a. GY671 Vice President Ray Gamoba reports on Suicide Awareness and Homelessness Initiative.
They were successful with their hike and bike on 21 July 2021. They partnered up with
Irreverent Warriors stateside and Freedom Riders who is also a Veterans group. Mr. Gamboa
reports an estimated total of about 125-150 people showed up for our hike from Asan to Paseo.
Unfortunately, the thunderstorm and flash flood warnings kept some people at home. It was a
very good event, nonetheless. There was some time of reflection at a couple of the key points.
There was a water station in front of Adelup with the Veterans that worked for the
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government. Mr. Taitano and his family also set up a water station right in front of the MOPH
monument. Those were two key stops and then everything culminated at Paseo. Mr. Gamboa
shares that while they were there, those that braved storm and, in the rain, there were some
good prizes at the end and just about everybody that was there got a raffle prize. Thanks are in
order for Mr. Duane San Nicolas who donated a mobility scooter valued $900 -- a great scooter
because it's electric and fits in the backseat of most vehicles, trucks, etc. Mr. Gamboa also
thanks Heritage Charters who donated six-person fishing charter for that day, as well as Ambros
and Veterans of Guam Motorcycle Club who donated shirts. Mr. Gamboa shares that he was
able to able to connect with a corpsman who was in the ER room when he was cardioversion
last November and it was a good reunion between the two of us. Mr. Gamboa says that they
started off the hike with picking up a pebble or stone at Asan; something to carry in your
pocket. He says that the whole idea was when they got to the Statue of Liberty was to let that
stone go to represent the burdens that a lot of these Veterans were carrying with them and
allow it to be put to rest. It was converted into a “now move forward and live your day with
honor and help the brothers and sisters that are still not here, still in the shadows, and are still
quiet”. The challenge is to merely reach out to them.
 Second Vice asks, if they heard of the Veteran who committed suicide a couple of weeks
ago?
 GY671 President John Concepcion responds “yes”.
 Mr. Gamboa chimes in saying they are doing what they can and receive feedback from
people who do come out. They Facebook and Social Media outlets, as well. Mr. Gamboa
says that they do mobilize and there are some guys that have gotten in trouble with the
law that do reach out. Members of GY671 have been receiving training on safeTALK and
ASIST (Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training). Mr. Gamboa reports that he received
an email from Travis Schmitt of the VA Pacific Health Care System with a reminder that
September is Suicide Prevention Month in hopes to see if we could partner up with him
as well to do some stuff here on Guam. Mr. Gamboa brings to mind the wave at Paseo a
few months ago working on scheduling up another one in September involving all
Veteran organizations spreading out along the whole Liberation mile. We can revisit this
in August for more details.
 Chairman appreciates everything they’re doing as the impact is a great deal, to such a
great degree that the third Marine Division appears to be trailing in trying to follow the
momentum GY671 is doing.
 Mr. Gamboa says that with a lot of Veteran organizations, they have no qualms about
identifying whatever is their badge and GY671 is representative of everybody. Their goal
has been to become a unified voice with Veterans. When we represent 14% of the
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voting bloc on this island, nobody listens to us because we're all separated. Mr. Gamboa
further adds that if we could all get together for one simple thing, and all of us together
with a single unified voice, that would be great moving forward.
10. GVAO Report
a. Lucia Perez of GOVA reports that burials YTD is 121. Army branch being the highest followed by
dependents. We had a meeting with our Veteran Service Organization Officers on 12 July 2021,
regarding Sagan Hinemlo', which is now being referred to as the new medical campus that’s
going to be built up in the Mangialo area. Ms. Perez indicates that there will be a VA floor or a
wing. Discussion was around the different types of specialty clinics that we felt was needed in
that wing or floor. Based on calculations, we're looking at a minimum of 25 beds. Ms. Perez
reports that she had a meeting with GMH just yesterday the 22nd regarding our previous
meeting on the different specialty clinics. She adds that we have a sample floor plan, which we
are going to revise because, as stated to GMH, this place will be for Veterans and the Veterans
will be the one to dictate what services will go into that floor. Also discussed was taking a look
at all the different services that the hospital will provide so that we can, take that money and
put into something that is not available such as a prosthetic unit.
b. Ms. Perez reports that the Veteran Information System database out of Utah was already
approved and we will be meeting with OTECH. We are going to be getting that system for the
VA office in Asan. In essence, all 28,273 paper files will be extracted, even those still on onion
paper, and uploaded into a database. She adds that what's beautiful about this database is
should a Veteran from Utah decided to call Guam their home, that entire record will be
transferred over to Guam, and vice versa. It would prevent us in asking to get a copy of their
DD214, marriage certificate, birth certificate, etc. If everything is in the folder as established,
everything will be online, and all of our VSR/VSOs will have access to them. At the same time,
we'll be updating it with records that we get from the utilities such as your power and water,
and to include Rev & Tax with the driver's license bureau and real estate, so that we can always
update the records.
c. Ms. Perez request for this commission… we have two events. 05 August 2021, there is a
battalion on Guam currently here for the military exercise going on. There's 200 soldiers in that
group. They, along with a chaplain, are going to go over to the Veterans cemetery to honor one
of their fallen soldiers that was killed in combat in May of 2007. The soldier is Sergeant Uruo.
His battle buddies were not able to be on Guam for the services in 2007 and this battalion
would like to honor him. Ms. Perez indicates that there will be no burials that day. We are going
to put something together and the Command is requesting for Veteran organizations to come
out. The Command says that you’re all welcome to come in your dress uniform if you like, or a
battle uniform. Ms. Perez says that they would greatly appreciate it.
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d. Ms. Perez reports of another soldier coming in from Camp Humphrey. The date is still to be
determined but probably in about two weeks. This soldier's family consists of a sister, brotherin-law and father. Ms. Perez says that as soon as she knows the date she will inform the
commission and is requesting our presence for that burial.
 Mr. Henry Manglona of American Legion asks what is a VSO?
 Ms. Perez explains that it depends on how it's used. At GOVA in Asan, they have a VSO
(Veteran Service Officer). The VSRs (Veteran Service Representative) are actually VSOs.
Because of how they establish in GovGuam, they’re actually one in the same. The
upcoming training is for VSOs. Ms. Perez states that the GovGuam title needs to be
updated, which they intend to do.
 Mr. Manglona asks what do you need to be qualified to go to the training?
 Ms. Perez lays out the requirements for a candidate:
 High school diploma
 18 years old or older
 A resident of Guam
 Must be able to perform their duties for a minimum of 24 months after receiving
their certification
 Must work with GOVA in Asan (the state office)
 Must adhere to all Privacy Acts – Social Security and HIPAA acts
 Upon selection, they must provide a police and court clearance
 Must pass a drug test.
 Must have a minimum two years of clerical experience, ability to work with
computers and do research.
 Mr. Manglona asks if they have to be a Veteran, to which Ms. Perez responds, no, sir.
 Mr. Manglona asks who will they be under, to which Ms. Perez responds, the VA State
office in Asan
 Mr. Taitano asks if they're volunteering, to which Ms. Perez responds, yes.
 Mr. Manglona asks if these volunteers are getting paid and Ms. Perez says no.. Mr.
Manglona then expresses that it’s not going to work out.
 Mr. Gamboa chimes in saying that they’re not going to be required to work there eight
hours a day, five days a week. Guam is given the opportunity for Veteran Services
Training and this is what we are getting.
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 Mr. Manglona expresses that for this training, one needs to be a Veteran.
 Chairman envisions those individuals will be coming out, and should be coming out of
the Veteran organizations so they will be able to provide the service with them.
 Mr. Manglona states that we had three people certified as a VSO here and they cannot
go back to the state to get certified. Mr. Manglona further adds that they do have to go
back to get certified and we don't have money to send them out.
 Mr. Chairman and Mr. Gamboa both affirm that there’s funding for these volunteers to
be trained now.
 Mr. Manglona asks Chairman, who is 671?
 Chairman gestures to the three individuals in the meeting who represent the
organization GY671.
 Mr. Manglona asks if they are a Veterans organization to which both Chairman and Mr.
Gamboa respond, yes.
 Mr. Manglona asks was the law changed? Are they guests here?
 First Vice adds that they are in fact a Veterans organization .
 Mr. Manglona asks again if the law was changed for this Veterans Commission? He
further adds that if you look at the law, they're not part of that.
 First Vice says that they are a nonprofit Veteran organization.
 Mr. Manglona adds that they are not mentioned in there.
 VFW 2917’s Brian Merenda asserts that they are a legitimate organization, they area
Veterans organization and they have a voting right. It's in the law.
 Second Vice intervenes and reminds Mr. Manglona that Chapter 67 will recognize Air
Force Association as a solid group and all the five branches of service. Now, we do not
have a Coast Guard, but it is open to other organizations that are not strictly Air Force,
Army,Navy or Marine Corps. This could be a combination, for example, Second Vice falls
under that category with VVA 668 that comprises of Army Air Force and everything else.
So that's where I fall. Those guys fall in the same category.
 Mr. Manglona says they’re not recognized as a Veterans organization, to which many, at
the same time, respond with yes. Mr. Manglona insists that they are not under Title 67,
and agan, many respond in saying yes.
 Mr. Concepcion asks Mr. Manglona if what he’s saying is that Mr. Concepcion is not a
Veteran? Mr. Manglona responds in saying that he can be a Veteran but an organization
is to be all Veterans.
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 As Second Vice tries to reiterate what he said prior to, Mr. Merenda chimes in saying to
Mr. Manglona that he shows up every once in a while, and they had a vote by this
commission already that accepted them into this commission. Mr. Merenda suggests
that if Mr. Manglona has an issue, to bring it up under new business that he wants them
removed and other than that, this discussion doesn't need to be had.
 Chairman suggests to move forward.
 Executive Director for WPVCF and AmeriCorps/VETCORPS, Marlene Rivo expresses that
what she’s hearing from both sides are valid concerns. The question is valid if the law
does not recognize them. She says that all we have to do is go to the Senator that has
oversight of the commission and change the law to recognize them. Me. Rivo states that
GY671 is in fact a recognized, is a duly registered nonprofit, and that there's no need to
fight them on that.
 Chairman apologizes to the commission for being out of control.
e. Continuing with GOVA report, Mr. Merenda asks for the status of all the equipment at the
cemetery and mentions that it’s a requirement for a written report be made available to the
commission. He construes that it doesn’t matter and that GVAO will do what they want to do.
f. Mr. Merenda asks a second question. You have one employee out of the cemetery, correct?
Ms. Perez answers, yes. Mr. Merenda says that it’s the same status as three months ago and
asks what have they done for that?
 Ms. Perez says that they have requested for additional positions but I cannot discuss
why we only have one employee. What she can say is that once this particular situation
and budgets are approved, we can get additional positions. It's a personnel matter and
Ms. Perez states that she cannot get into it.
g. Mr. Merenda understands but says that when you only have one employee down there and
rely on volunteers to do things, it's not going to work. He adds that it tells us that our
government does not care about the Veterans. He shares that the way his poor brothers and
sisters that died for this country get treated the way they do down at that cemetery is wrong.
Mr. Merenda expresses his frustration and says he’s getting real fed up with it because it's the
same answer, month after month after month.
h. Mr. Merenda asks where's the written report on everything that was collected for Memorial
Day and what was spent.
 Ms. Perez states that they do have the data but it’s in a raw form. She’s awaiting
clearances to come in so that she can show the commission what was invoiced with
details on the check that paid for it and when it was cleared. She states that she doesn’t
want to give half reports. She has the receipts for everything and wants to make sure
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before anything is sent out because it does become public information that everything is
together.
i.

Event Chair of GY671 Sandra Seau asks if GOVA got a budget cut? She’s aware of other agencies
getting cuts because just last year down to the cemetery there were about six groundskeepers.
During the flag planting this year for Memorial Day, there was staffing and now there's this one,
although one passed away.
 Ms. Perez says again that there is a personnel issue that she cannot discuss until it's
resolved. And until that issue is resolved, then GOVA will be able to get additional staff.
We did put in a request, and it was also stated it at the budget hearing for additional
personnel.


11. Veterans Organization Updates
a. VVA 668
 Second Vice announces that their treasurer, John Rivera, passed away about two weeks
ago, or a week and a half ago. God bless him and please remember him and are your
prayers.
 Second Vice states that they are trying to fix up their post.
b. VFW 2917
 Mr. Merenda would like to thank everybody who helped on the Fourth of July barbecue,
it was very successful. They served over 300 people. There was over 90 donors and a
parachute that went over with the U.S. Flag. Overall, it was very successful.
 Mr. Merenda seeks clarification on what the Guam Veterans Council, to which Ms. Rivo
says that it’s from the Congressman’s office.
c. VFW 668
 First Vice announces that he motorcycle community came out during the Liberation
ride, even through the monsoon, and rode all the way down, even when it really got
bad, all the way to VFW in Yigo. They provide food and some drinks for the guys that
road.
 First Vice says that they’re also trying to work with the By Veterans for Veterans group
to have an outreach meeting at VFW.
 First Vice says that GY671 is also working with trying to organize the online VSO program
and offers the space at VFW Yigo. They have a projector, screen, and is able to
accommodate the space for those 10 individuals.
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d. American Legion -- NTR
e. MOPH
 Senior Vice Commander Rick Cruz announces why he hasn’t been made making the
meeting. His wife has undergone numerous medical treatment that has to be treated
off-island. It was only recently that he’s been back on Guam and states that the last
meeting he attended here was about two and a half years ago
 Mr. Cruz informs the commission that Commander Nick Francisco has been medevac’d
off-island due to cardiovascular issues and currently is in Palo Alto, CA. He was
scheduled for surgery today however it was canceled because there are priorities over
him. Mr. Cruz says that very soon Mr. Francisco will be going in for surgery and his
return trip back to Guam is approximately a month after a surgery. Mr. Francisco is
anxiously awaiting to come home. Mr. Cruz states that he will be taking the helm until
Mr. Francisco comes back or is able to be on his feet.
 Mr. Cruz speaks of knowing the previous members of the commission here the same
issues over the years and would like to apologize ahead of time in case some of the
things said may be construed as unsuitable; being a Marine who didn’t go to diplomacy
school. He further adds that if he didn’t give up, he would have brought in the media to
inform the people of Guam of what’s been going on in the last 12 years and is the only
way that we can enforce the issues, including that of the state office because every year
it’s a struggle with the budget request. It's been almost three years this administration
as well as with previous administrations. He adds that briefly in 1994, there was a town
hall meeting at Hilton Hotel by former Congresswoman Madeline Bordallo. The biggest
issue back then was the number of veterans we have on Guam.
 Ms. Rivo shares what did when John Unpingco was at GOVA. Due to the need to put a
price tag on the One Stop project that we got an approval from Congress last year and
the fact that the numbers kept shifting, retired attorney who was also Air Force JAG,
John Unpingco, did a hand count of the DD 214 in 2014, which substantiates our service
in the military. The total then was 27,520 plus or minus 20%. But we suspect today it's
actually higher than that. She has friends who she didn't even know were Veterans and
some shy away from coming forward. Ms. Rivo adds that she’s been coming out to this
commission since she retired working with Chairman and Second Vice. We've seen a lot
of people come and go but at the end of the day, Mr. Gamboa is correct that we have to
speak as one voice and come as one unit, because at the end of the day, it's our island,
our economy, and our people.
 Mr. Cruz says And that's the button point of what he’s trying to get at. All these years,
commission members have been sitting in here and nothing has progressed. They're
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frustrated. But again, we come in here every month and perhaps we should bring the
media in and focus on the people outside and the Veterans outside who are not getting
the point. We hear from the media whether it be on TV, the radio, or hearing it from
one’s friend, cousin, relatives, on what we are trying to do. Mr. Crus says that he could
have been a resident of Texas, but his heart is here on Guam. When he dies, he will
come back here. Why Texas? Veterans there get treated first class. We deserve the
same thing because of how the millions of dollars are coming in. But what do we get
from the government? This county license plate registration? He shares that in Texas, he
bought a house with no escrow and no tax. When he walks into the restaurant, some
pay for my meal sometimes, because I'm wearing my hat. We deserve better especially
being highest percentage per capita in revenue right here than any state. He’ll be saying
it repeatedly in the meeting until we can get out to the people that we've got to
organize as a group, not as individual organizations.
 Mr. Taitano states that the Government of Guam gives two days for the Veterans:
Veterans Day and Memorial Day. That's the only recognition but for the rights that
we've all fought for, and every designated field of endeavor in the military, the rainbow
coalition gets a whole month of recognition for the rights that we fought for to give to
them.
 Mr. Cruz announces a couple more things:
 05 August 2021 is proclamation for Purple Heart month which is yet to be
scheduled with the front office.
 07 August 2021 will be a flag raising at the MOPH monument at Skinners Plaza,
which there is actually a congressional mandate on.
 08 August 2021 will be a Purple Heart mass at the Santa Teresita Church in
Mangialo at 1000.
↓ Please pass out to all members in your organization that they're cordially
invited.
 Mr. Cruz asks for prayers to Mr. Francisco while he’s undergoing surgery.
f. USAF Association
 Anthony Quenga acknowledges and commends all these members of the commission
who have been taking care of issues on the backend. He adds that we shouldn’t be
bickering amongst ourselves. Mr. Quenga suggests that there be a shirt made saying
“I’m a Veteran, how can I help you?” so that it invites other Veterans to come forward
and inquire on ways they can be assisted.
 Ms. Rivo seconds the shirt idea and says to wear it with pride!
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 Chairman states that he will be calling on the president of the USAF Association to
attend the next meeting as there are some things they are doing in support of the
Veterans that should be shared with this commission.
g. 3rd Marine
 Chairman reports that the 3rd Division along with the Once a Marine Always a Marine,
celebrated liberation at Ypao, walked 7.4 miles from Asan park all the way to Ypao at 7.4
miles total, 2 hours and 45 minutes with three breaks. Chairman shares this because a
lot of the comments that are coming out this afternoon fits in with doing something as a
unified organization. He adds that we need to start stretching it out and not look at us
as just Marines but to look at Veterans as a whole on this island because there's very
few people coming out and the reason behind that is beyond me. But insane. Chairman
really appreciate everybody else in here coming together in saying we need to do the
right thing. For the folks that are working with the state office, this, this is not to bash
them or the administration, but it's the bring to light that this has been a problem for
the longest time. And the right thing to do, as he asked everyone when taking this
position in January, is for everyone’s support. Chairman will see if he can meet up with
the governor very soon to initiate the officers, sometime in August. First, it is right that
he gives her an update of what's happening with this body. We have a lot of challenges
ahead of us and need to continue the fight so we could get our point across and be
treated accordingly. Chairman ends his report in encouraging all to thank a Veteran!
h. Navy League -- Not present
i.

Barrigada Veterans -- Not present

j.

Dededo Veterans -- Not present

k. Korean Vietnam Veterans
 President Stan Ko asks for a status update on the request for amending the definition of
a Veteran to include Korean Vietnam Veterans of ROK Army for the purpose of Veteran
license plates, to which Chairman responds that Ms. Perez of GOVA and their office is
taking care of it with Senator Pedo Terlaje, which is not as simple as it sounds.
 Ms. Perez says that they are working with Rev & Tax to ensure that processes are
followed. There are many lessons learned from Gold Star Families with the holes in the
process that didn’t go through properly and to remedy the situation.
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 Mr. Merenda says that our update to our law that went to a public hearing and they got
dropped and still hasn't brought that back to the legislature so we can get the update.
His inkling is that if we need to make any more updates, you may see it in two years -that's about how fast it works.
l.

IAPGVP -- Not present

m. GY671
 Mr. Concepcion shares that if we figure out the answer to the question why don't we
have a VA hospital, we can start moving from there. Because when we ask the question,
why don't we have a VA hospital, we’re not hearing it really from the top as to why we
don't have one. He adds that we hear it’s because there's not enough Veterans here or
there's not enough funding, etc. But if we can get the answer from the top as to why we
don't have a VA hospital, we can move forward and come together as one unit and start
working towards a solution. We just need the answer. He asks the commission if anyone
has an answer as to why we don't have a VA hospital?

 Ms. Rivo chimes in saying that when she retired in 2012, they started organizing and
that was the first thing asked. They researched for almost 4 years and determined is
that number one, VA has no real estate here. They went to the Navy and to any federal
agency that could donate the land, but they said no. In the end, what we were told is
that the VA will never build the hospital here because we don't have the population. She
adds that the recommendation to them was instead of just focusing on Guam, they
would need to regionalize in the Western Pacific region.
 Mr. Concepcion asks if this is documented by the VA.
 Ms. Rivo says yes, since 2012.
 Mr. Concepcion expresses that while they knew, the commission has been fighting this
for years.
 Ms. Rivo says that it’s been briefed it in the commission before. The issues are related to
the land, Veteran numbers and funding.
 Mr. Concepcion states that he’s trying to work with the Congressman in order to get
something official so we can finally let Veterans, and rest easy with an official answer.
He also adds that there's opportunity to seek outside care and get referred; it is there,
you just need to know how to advocate for it and be your own case manager for it.
 Ms. Rivo adds one last point from the construction perspective. The design alone is
about three years and will need to secure the money and all of that. After the design,
then you go out for construction. She says that what they found when they did market
research, is that it took about four years to do before coming up with the report, which
is very comprehensive. They found is that leveraging the economy of scale and part of
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the study that they did is to determine what specialties do we already have and how can
we get them to work with us. She adds that GRMC is a state-of-the-art Regional Hospital
and it made sense to build a step down, a hospital in front of it. The first building is
almost done and should be commissioned very soon, then we're looking at developing
more around it and it’s being designed to service the region.
 Mr. Concepcion carries on in reporting that we meet here once a month. But, where are
we meeting at in between time to put our awareness and our voice out in the public?
He proposes that this is what we need to do instead of coming here and complaining -Let's go out in the community, come together as one, and make some noise! Let
Veterans know the resources available to them.
12. Ex-Officio Members
a. Ms. Rivo indicates her dual hat and will report for items 11 and 12 on the agenda.
b. She says that we should be proud of ourselves, while the VA is convincing the rest of the nation
and teaching the nation how to work with AmeriCorp/VETCORPS. Guam now has an active
AmeriCorp/VETCORPS that was just launched this year. She apologizes that her Executive
Director, Andrea Cruz couldn't come on today. They have four focus areas: 1) Veterans and
their families 2) environmental stewardship 3) disaster services and 4) capacity building. They
have been working side by side and we are almost through the finish line and finalizing the
partnership with HMI, who's running the By Veterans For Veterans group.
c. Ms. Rivo reports that last month, they heard of the need for our elderly Veterans to have some
type of computer literacy class. And the maybe the younger generation or anyone can come
and teach them. They are partnering with Department of Education and secured a classroom
where we can teach computer literacy class. She indicates that it's about servicing the
community. This is takes place every Saturday and we have to perform some kind of service.
They are actively recruiting members. Ms. Rivo reports that they secured a space and partnered
with GDP, where we could hold a computer literacy course, as well as partnering with the 19
mayors. The mayor of Talofofo gave a key to us to use the community center where we will
launch. She asks of the Veteran organizations that if they have a service opportunity for a
Saturday and would like our assistance, to please let her know.
d. Ms. Rivo reports that they’ve activated AmeriCorp/VETCORPS, one of the things they are
working on is farming. They’ve been working with the Farmer Veteran Coalition since 2016. This
year, the National Farmer Veteran Coalition awarded me as an urban farmer $5,000 worth of
grant to buy farm equipment. She says that she is willing to use the equipment purchased with
the monies for volunteer work at the cemetery.
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e. Ms. Rivo reports that they are partnering with GHURA and VA HU-VASH (Housing and Urban
Development-VA Supportive Housing). This has been briefed before that, and we took a tour at
Ladera Towers. To start, they were told they’ll be given 25 HUD-VASH vouchers. Ladera is
where they will start their integrated services. From housing to workforce development to
feeding plan and medical spa that includes Dr.Akoma of By Veterans For Veterans. If one needs
to upgrade or get access to the benefits you need, you’ll need a doctor to do what's called a
Nexus letter to tie your injury when you served in the in the service. Dr. Akoma has been doing
great with that. And why that is important is because all the other specialty services that we
would like to see here on Guam, you have to have a certain disability rating to avail that. She
further adds that it’s Veterans helping Veterans!
13. Auxiliary Members
a. President Rosie Fejeran reports that they are already full forced in being a Sponsorship Group
with Wreaths Across America Guam. https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/GU0001P
b. Mr. Manglona indicates that they have a jar for Wreaths Across America donations and their
canteen is working on collecting.
14. Unfinished Business
a. Korean Way Veterans License Plate (GOVA)
b. Rev and Tax Non-Profit Certification Documents
15. New Business
16. Community Input
17. Announcements
a. Tanya Eubanks of GOVA reports that there is a Tele Town Hall happening this Tuesday at 8am,
which is Monday the 26th at 12pm in Honolulu. This is hosted by the VA Pacific Island Health
Care System and joined by the Honolulu Veterans Affairs Regional Director, Sergio Chow and
the VA National Memorial Cemetery and Pacific Punchbowl Director, Jim Horton.
b. Mrs. Eubanks announces that if any organizations want to stay back, she has until 1700 if
anybody in your organization is interested in signing up to be a Sponsorship Group, like Mrs.
Fejeran has, for Wreaths Across America. It takes about five minutes just to complete the
sponsorship signup form, and then Wreaths Across America will connect directly with you to let
you know more information.
18. Next Meeting
a. 27 August 2021, 1500 in the large conference room at Adelup.
19. Adjournment -- 1626
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